
 Dunmow St Mary’s Primary School 
 High S�le, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1EB 
 Telephone  01371 872340 
 E-mail  admin@dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk 

 Friday 18 November 2022 

 Dear Parents 

 Learner of the week 
 Congratula�ons to the following children who are our learners of the week: 

 6BH  Reuben Rayner  3BI  Sonny Barne� 
 6NR  Bas�an Barton-Jinno  2BR  Lloyd Hall 
 5LC  Jim Bendall  2SJ  Jacob West 
 4LW  Ellie Smith  2CC  Jake McArthur 
 4AM  Max Latos  1RF/GM  Luca Armoogum 
 3SC  Kate du Toit  1EW  Fearne Coatsworth 
 3RB  Nancy Kelly 

 Children in Need 
 We have had a wonderful day raising money for Children in Need.  The lucky winners of the Pudsey 
 bears were Harry S in KS1 and Hollie in KS2.  We managed to raise approx £700.  If you didn’t 
 manage to make a contribu�on you are s�ll able to do so early next week.  KS1 also enjoyed their 
 teddy bear run.  The bears were giving their owners high-fives as they were enjoying running 
 around the playground. 

 Tayla-Jane in Y5 was inspired so much by Valerie Bloom’s visit yesterday that she wrote a poem for 
 Children in Need which she shared with KS2 in assembly.  We are so proud of her.  This, together 
 with photos of today can be found on our website at  h�ps://dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk/children-in-need-day-2022/ 

 Rally driving teacher 
 Over the half term break, Year 5 teacher, Miss Christmas, travelled to Marseille, France to compete in the 
 FIA Motorsport Games 2022. A�er winning a compe��on in 2021 and finishing as the fastest female, she 
 was selected to represent the UK at the Games. Although she competes regularly in a variety of 
 motorsport events in the locality, this was her first �me compe�ng at an interna�onal event.  She drove 
 an electric Corsa Rally car (which she had never driven before) on a �ght course on cones laid out on a 
 tarmac surface.  The compe��on took the combined �mes of her teammate through two rounds of 
 compe��on.  Firstly against the 25 na�ons who had entered the event then the top 16 quickest drivers 
 a�er the first round.  The team was over the moon to have finished in 7th place.  The next games will be 
 held in 2024 in Spain and they hope to return again, chasing a medal.  We look forward to hearing all 
 about them and her races in the mean�me. 

https://dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk/children-in-need-day-2022/


 Maths compe��on 
 Last week a group of Y6 children entered the DEEP Maths 
 Challenge.  The challenges were set by a local school and 
 completed in a compe��ve manner.  Our team came 4th 
 overall and were the only team to complete the toughest 
 challenge of all - the teachers who tried it really struggled so 
 well done to you all. 

 Christmas Dinner 
 You will have recently received an email with details of our Christmas dinner on Thursday 8th December.  All children 
 are invited to have either a roast turkey or roasted vegetable tart dinner followed by either chocolate log or fruit salad. 
 The dinner will include a plas�c-free Christmas cracker.  For children in Y3-Y6 there is the op�on to have a packed meal 
 from home with the opportunity to purchase a cracker.  No crackers from home are permi�ed to be sent in with 
 children having a packed lunch. 

 Everyone should choose their Christmas dinner op�on by using the relevant form (links below)  by no later  than 
 Wednesday 23rd November  .  Once the lunch has been  ordered your online dinner money account (Y3-Y6 only) will be 
 charged so please ensure this is paid for as soon as possible.  Any child wan�ng a packed lunch from home must also 
 complete the form accordingly to make us aware of this choice. 

 YR - Y2 -  h�ps://forms.gle/cCSDijZDjEaZTtPDA 
 Y3 - Y6 -  h�ps://forms.gle/Ar7Y4Ua1sDRCwxfi6 

 Menu changes - week commencing 5th December 
 To cater for the Christmas dinner there will be a change to the published menu for that week.  Wednesday 7th 
 December will be chicken burger followed by fruit salad and Thursday 8th December will be the Christmas dinner. 

 Christmas cards 
 This year we will not be having post boxes for the children to exchange Christmas cards and would ask that you do not 
 send these into school.  To be more environmentally friendly each class will be sending their seasonal �dings to each 
 other as a group.  Details of what each class is doing will be shared with you shortly. 

 Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day 
 This year’s Christmas Jumper Day is Thursday 8th December - the same day as our 
 Christmas dinner.  Children are therefore invited to a�end school wearing a Christmas 
 jumper/t-shirt in exchange for a dona�on.  Please note that all other items of school 
 uniform must be worn, eg school trousers, skirts, shoes etc.  Here is our  JustGiving page 
 or QR code if you would like to donate online. 

 If you have any unwanted Christmas jumpers please do drop them off at the school 
 office. 

https://forms.gle/cCSDijZDjEaZTtPDA
https://forms.gle/Ar7Y4Ua1sDRCwxfi6
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/andrea-beard-christmas-jumper-day


 PTA Christmas Bazaar 
 Friday 9th December is the PTA’s Christmas Bazaar.  On this day children may a�end school in non-uniform in exchange 
 for an unopened, in-date bo�le of drink.  This could be non-alcoholic/alcoholic of any size.  Children should take their 
 bo�le to class with them. 

 Don’t forget we are s�ll collec�ng unwanted teddy bears and swee�e jars for the tombolas. 

 PTA Wreath Making Workshop 
 The PTA’s wreath making workshop s�ll has a few spaces le�.  Please book online at  www.pta-events.co.uk/dsmpta  and 
 see a�ached flyer. 

 Christmas events 
 The children have started to prepare for their Christmas produc�ons.  As a reminder the dates/�mes are: 

 Recep�on - Tuesday 6th December 2pm 
 Y1 and Y2 - Wednesday 7th December 9.15am and 2pm, Thursday 8th December 9.15am 
 Y3, Y4, Y5 - Friday 16th December 2pm, Monday 19th December 9.15am and 6pm 

 In addi�on there is the Carol Service at St Mary’s Church on Monday 5th December at 9.45am to which parents are 
 invited and the children will be having class par�es on the last day of term. Further details on these will follow in due 
 course. 

 Christmas Hampers 
 Can you think of someone who deserves a li�le something extra this Christmas? St Mary's Church is looking to give 
 away a limited number of Christmas hampers, filled with Christmas treats to people or families who especially deserve a 
 li�le bit of extra Christmas cheer this year. You can nominate someone via the school office or by emailing 
 hello@smgd.org.uk  . Just leave your contact details  and tell us the reason for your nomina�on (no need to leave any 
 contact details for the person you're nomina�ng). There are limited funds so lucky recipients will be chosen at random. 

 Live Na�vity - Sunday 4 December 
 We are proud to be a part of the Live Na�vity again this year. 
 Children in Years 2 to 6 are invited to par�cipate in the choir 
 procession through the town to St Mary’s Church.  If you would 
 like your child to take part please contact the school office. 
 However please note that this will be live streamed and there 
 is no opportunity to remove or exclude your child from being 
 filmed or photographed.  An adult will also need to accompany 
 the child at all �mes.  If you would like to get further involved 
 please contact  Elsie at St Mary’s Church via 
 elsie@stmarysgreatdunmow.org.uk  . 

 Community Nurse drop-ins 
 The next drop-in event is on 6th December at Li�le Goslings.  Details can be found at the end of the newsle�er. 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/dsmpta
mailto:elsie@stmarysgreatdunmow.org.uk


 Events 
 Please find below the event calendar for next week: 

 Week commencing Monday 21 November 

 WEDNESDAY 
 10.40 

 6BH Class Assembly - parents to arrive at front gate at 10.35 

 Yours sincerely 
 Clare Charter 


