
 Dunmow St Mary’s Primary School 
 High S�le, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1EB 
 Telephone  01371 872340 
 E-mail  admin@dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk 

 Friday 9 December 2022 

 Dear Parents 

 What a wonderful week we have had! 

 Carol Service 
 It was so nice to start our week off with the Carol Service at St Mary’s.  The children sang 
 beau�fully surrounded by the doves of peace they had made in school.  It really did begin our 
 Christmas celebra�ons in style. 

 Christmas performances 
 Parents, children and staff have all been treated 
 this week with some wonderful performances 
 from our youngest children.  On Tuesday 
 Recep�on children performed to their proud 
 parents followed by the Y1 and Y2 Na�vity later 
 on in the week.  We were delighted that so many 
 parents, grandparents and family friends were 

 able to a�end to see just how hard the children had worked in learning their songs, dances 
 and lines - including some very corny Christmas cracker jokes. 

 Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner 
 So many children and staff enjoyed the delicious Christmas dinner cooked 
 by Mrs Tyrell and her team whilst wearing their Christmas jumpers 
 yesterday.  Thank you to everyone who donated both online and at school. 
 We have raised around £375.  There is s�ll �me to donate if you would like 
 to by using the QR code below. 



 Y4 Fireworks 
 Last Friday our Y4 children and their families enjoyed a wonderful firework display which links to the book 
 for their topic this half term - The Firework Maker’s Daughter.   There were toas�es and soup on offer to 
 warm everyone up whilst watching the display.  The event raised £200. 

 Clubs 
 Please find a�ached the club list for the next term.  Thank you to the teachers and support staff who run the clubs in 
 school, without these we could not offer the wide range of ac�vi�es to our children.  Paid for clubs have been extended 
 with our new partner, Sports Cool, offering fencing and trigolf.  Details of these clubs have already been sent to parents. 
 Please note that school-run club places can only be booked using the Google forms below (not e-mail) and are allocated 
 on a first come, first served basis with many clubs having a limited number of places available. 
 h�ps://forms.gle/v6HoUfT6ggjgJ1Cq6 

 Santa Dash 
 Next Wednesday the children will be par�cipa�ng in a Santa Dash around the playground in their year groups.  If your 
 child would like to bring in either a santa hat or other Christmas themed headwear for this then please feel free to send 
 this in with them on the day in a named bag.  Do please ensure the hat/headwear will not slip down over their eyes 
 whilst running and that they have their trainers/plimsolls in school. 

 Library Christmas sale 
 The Library is s�ll selling their Christmas items next week.  Children are allowed to purchase these at lunch�mes or for 
 the younger children you may send in the money in a named envelope for them to choose during their class sessions. 
 All money raised goes back into the library.  The items are priced from 50p to £2.50. 

 End of term 
 Please note that we finish at 3.15pm on Tuesday 20th December.  Children are not permi�ed to be picked up earlier 
 unless you have given us prior no�ce of a medical appointment and provided a copy of the appointment no�fica�on to 
 us in advance. 

 Parking 
 We have received a le�er from Essex Police regarding the parking issues around our school.  Please take a moment to 
 read this. 

 Play equipment 
 The play equipment should not be used by any children at drop off/pick up �mes and especially at this �me of year 
 when it is very slippery.  Could parents please ensure their child(ren) are not using this. 

 Cost of living support 
 We know that there are families within our community who are currently struggling with the rise in the cost of living. 
 Essex County Council have pulled together a special  newsle�er  (a�ached) which gives informa�on on  some of the 
 support available.   You can also find out more about cost of living support at  h�ps://www.essex.gov.uk/cost-of-living  . 

https://forms.gle/v6HoUfT6ggjgJ1Cq6
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.news.essex.gov.uk%2F9j46%2Fsend%2Fm4e-h8449&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf14c9359cd4d4e46e98f08dad0981ccc%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C638051649164543028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RcS1Hb8FPTBcVUg9ObU%2ByxxOagZLQfPjfKAU12ykuIM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.gov.uk%2Fcost-of-living&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf14c9359cd4d4e46e98f08dad0981ccc%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C638051649164543028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O4LHwbs4m56U5jdbfEcZ%2BPYHiBpSckEZ8HLk3mk7OKo%3D&reserved=0


 Fostering 
 Did you see the John Lewis Christmas advert? Kerry talks to us about being fostered and 
 how she went from a shy and quiet girl to achieving all of her dreams. You can change a 
 young person's life by offering them a safe and nurturing home.  You can watch Kerry’s 
 video  here  .  ECC matches children to your family,  offer 24/7 support, training and you could 
 receive £483 per child, per week.  If you are interested please contact them: 
 0800 801 530  www.essex.gov.uk/fostering 

 Sooty and Friends 
 As we approach Christmas, we wanted to let you know about the special partnership that the NSPCC and Sooty & 
 Friends have announced with the launch of their very first Christmas single ‘The Most Magical Time Of The Year.’  The 
 single is available to stream on all music pla�orms (including Spo�fy and Apple Music) with all download and streaming 
 proceeds donated to Childline.  The music video can be found on  YouTube  and a video featuring Childline’s  founder 
 Dame Esther Rantzen talking about the ini�a�ve with Sooty, Sweep, Soo and Richard can be found  here  .  Families who 
 buy the single for £4 are given exclusive access to ‘Sooty’s World’ - an online Christmas town packed with fun ac�vi�es, 
 compe��ons and prizes. 

 Events 
 Please find below the event calendar un�l the end of term: 

 Week commencing Monday 12 December 

 TUESDAY  Dance Club performance at HRS 

 WEDNESDAY  Santa Dash 

 WEDNESDAY 
 3.15-3.45 

 Y5 Great Exhibi�on show to parents 

 FRIDAY 
 2.00 

 Y3-Y5 Christmas show 

 Week commencing Monday 19 December 

 MONDAY 
 9.15 and 6.00 

 Y3-Y5 Christmas show 

 TUESDAY  Christmas par�es and last day of autumn term 

 Community events 
 Changing Lives Community Services have a limited number of FREE �ckets to give to families wishing to see their 
 produc�on of Robin Hood on Wednesday 29th December at 6pm.  Free refreshments are available and a booking can 
 be made using the following link:  Robin Hood Theatre Tickets - Saffron Hall — Changing Lives Community Services  . 
 Also check out the community no�ceboard on our website for details of holiday camps, local events etc. 

 Yours sincerely 
 Clare Charter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzDkvCOCaLU
http://www.essex.gov.uk/fostering
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MJL30CbVf0&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjLa3LokAWs&t=115s
https://www.changinglivescommunityservices.co.uk/clubs/robinhood

