
 Dunmow St Mary’s Primary School 
 High S�le, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1EB 
 Telephone  01371 872340 
 E-mail  admin@dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk 

 Friday 16 December 2022 

 Dear Parents 

 What a difference a week makes.  Thank you to everyone who has ba�led against the elements to bring their children 
 to school.  Despite large numbers of child and staff absence due to the weather and illness we have made it through to 
 the last week of term. 

 Learners of the Week 
 Congratula�ons to our Learners of the Week: 

 5LC  Megan McIntyre  3SC  Charlie Foster 
 5LH/HT  Safa Ahmed  3RB  Euan Herbert 
 4AM  Harry Sewell  3BI  Amahra Palmer 
 4LW  Elizabeth Dunn  1EW  Logan Fowler 

 Y3-Y5 Christmas show 
 Today parents were treated to the first performance of the Y3-Y5 produc�on of Aladdin.  The children have all worked 
 so hard in learning their lines, songs and dances and we have been truly entertained.  The children have two more 
 shows on Monday and we are sure those parents are also in for a treat.  The rest of the school have also thoroughly 
 enjoyed the performance. 



 Y5 Great Exhibi�on 
 On Wednesday Y5 showed off their half term’s work on the Victorians in an 
 exhibi�on.  There was so much work on display.  The children had been comparing 
 Victorian Dunmow to the present day and learning all about school life 
 back in that era as well as the roles boys and girls had within the home 
 and society in general.  Parents were able to see what their child might 
 have looked like as a Victorian and then came back to 2022 to look at 
 presenta�ons on the Chromebooks.  It truly was a “great exhibi�on”. 

 Y4 Dodgeball finals compe��on 
 On Friday 9th December the Y4 dodgeball team travelled to Felsted 
 Independent school to par�cipate in the U�lesford dodgeball finals 
 compe��on.  The team worked well together showing great determina�on and spirit and every game was closely 
 fought. In the end we came 12th in U�lesford. Well done! 

 Class par�es and end of term 
 On Tuesday the children will enjoy their class par�es.  This will include games and some light refreshments in their 
 classrooms.  Parents do not need to send anything  in for these. 

 You are reminded that we finish at 3.15pm on Tuesday.  Children are not permi�ed to be picked up earlier unless you 
 have given us prior no�ce of a medical appointment and provided a copy of the appointment no�fica�on to us in 
 advance. 

 Y6 Parent consulta�ons 
 These will be taking place on Monday 9th and Wednesday 11th January from 3.30pm onwards.  Monday’s 
 appointments will be virtual appointments and Wednesday’s will be face to face appointments.  Appointments can be 
 made via your child’s online account at Scopay.com from Monday 19th December at 9am when the booking system will 
 go live. 

 Christmas tech 
 The Essex Safeguarding Children Board (ESCB) are reminding parents and carers that if their child receives new 
 technology for Christmas, it’s important to set up devices correctly to keep them safe when online. There are resources 
 from Brook Essex looking at how to support young people to have healthy rela�onships in a digital world, and Brook’s 
 popular podcast on “Consent” is a good resource to support your child to safely navigate the online world. 

 Parking 
 Last week we shared with you a le�er from U�lesford Council and Essex Police regarding the parking issues.  We were 
 saddened to hear this week that a parent verbally abused a parking a�endant.  The parking a�endants are carrying out 
 their job and enforce the parking restric�ons in place around the school at the adver�sed �mes.  This is to keep our 
 children, their parents and the local community safe.  We would ask that all parents/carers show respect for other 
 adults - no one should be subject to verbal abuse when going about their job and we should be se�ng good examples 
 to our children. 



 Uniform 
 Just a reminder that long hair (shoulder length or longer) should always be �ed back.  Hairbands, headbands and �es 
 should be the school colours only and discreet.  We would also like to remind you that children should have a full PE kit 
 in school every day and would ask that these are returned on the first day back.  Finally, if your child is having their ears 
 pierced over the Christmas break we are not permi�ed to tape over earrings and your child will be excluded from 
 par�cipa�ng in PE and spor�ng events for the �me they are unable to remove earrings themselves.  If you can save this 
 task for the start of the summer holidays it would be greatly appreciated. 

 Events 
 Please find below the event calendar next week: 

 Week commencing Monday 19 December 

 MONDAY 
 9.15 and 6.00 

 Y3-Y5 Christmas show 

 TUESDAY  Christmas par�es and last day of autumn term 

 Week commencing Monday 2 January 

 THURSDAY  First day of Spring 1 

 Winter Reading Challenge 
 If your child has not yet signed up for the Winter Reading Challenge at an Essex library there is 
 s�ll plenty of �me for them to do so as it con�nues through to the end of January. 

 That just leaves me to wish you all a wonderful Christmas break.  Stay safe, stay warm and we look forward to 
 welcoming everyone back on Thursday 5th January ready to engage in their new topics. 

 Yours sincerely 
 Clare Charter 


