
 Dunmow St Mary’s Primary School 
 High S�le, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1EB 
 Telephone  01371 872340 
 E-mail  admin@dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk 

 Friday 10 March 2023 

 Dear Parents 

 Learners of the Week 
 Congratula�ons to all our learners of the week: 

 6BH  Jessica Pledge  3RB  John Pike� 
 6NR  Olivia Howell  3BI  Noah Birki� 
 5LC  Ada Bingham  2TP  Cleo Andrews 
 5LH/HT  D’arcy Kelly  2BR  Sophie Haddock 
 4AM  Lucas Warmington  2CC  Oliver Abbo� 
 4LW  Jaxon Bulle�  1EW  Ava Smith 
 3SC  Emma Zogu  1RF/GM  Abigail Cobb 

 A�endance Award 
 Well done 3RB for collec�ng the A�endance Award. 

 Red Nose Day – Friday 17 March 
 Next Friday we will be taking part in Red Nose Day.  On this day we will be focusing on inclusion and bringing joy to 
 those around us. We would like the children to wear something red in exchange for a dona�on to Comic Relief.  They 
 are also able to wear any Red Nose Day merchandise and if you don’t have a red nose please feel free to paint their 
 nose red instead. 

 During the week, each class will be having a sweepstake sheet where the children can make a dona�on (suggested 50p) 
 and pick a dance move. The results of the sweepstake will be secret un�l the results are announced at 3pm by Comic 
 Relief.  On Friday we will also be introducing a talking bench outside. This will be a place where children can go to look 
 for other children to play with and chat to when they do not feel included. As well as having the bench, we are placing 
 items nearby that would make the children smile and encourage conversa�on, for example a game, joke book or story. 

 Strike Days 
 The strike days are going ahead next Wednesday and Thursday (15th and 16th March). As before, we will have all of YR 
 and Y6 in and these will be normal school days for these two year groups.  If children of cri�cal workers require a school 
 place please make sure you fill out the google form that was sent out earlier before 12pm Monday 13th March. You will 
 be emailed before the end of the day on Monday to inform you if your child has a school place for those days. 



 Dance Fes�val 
 Today we have welcomed a number of local schools to a KS1 dance 
 fes�val.  Our Y2 children have been prac�sing their dances and 
 had a great �me showing them to all the other children.  Well 
 done to you all. 

 Book Fair 
 Thank you to everyone who supported our Book Fair.  We raised £330 for our library through the commission we 
 receive which will really help us buy new books for the children over the course of the next year.  Without this support 
 we could not easily replace old and �red books or buy the books the children ask us to have for them to read. 

 Car Park 
 A number of parents are walking via the staff car park to either drop their children off at Recep�on or drop older 
 children off a�er coming in the back gate.  This is not an access route for parents or children and we should be grateful 
 if you would take the �me to walk around the school via the playgrounds. 

 Forest School 
 Mrs Bartle� (more commonly known as Mrs Barn Owl by the children), our Forest School Leader, would really like any 
 wood offcuts, planks or large logs that could be used to sit on in the log circle as well as any old metal pots, pans, baking 
 trays etc that could be used in the mud kitchen and finally any unwanted seeds.  Please contact the office prior to 
 dropping off any logs.  Other smaller items can be dropped into the school office. 

 Don’t also forget that David A�enborough’s new series starts this weekend. It is celebra�ng the wonderful diversity of 
 nature in our country and would be good for children to watch, understand, appreciate and see what is on our own 
 doorsteps! 

 Recycling bin 
 Our blue recycling bin at the front of the school is there to raise funds for the PTA and ul�mately the school.  The only 
 items that should be placed in the bin are unwanted clothes and pairs of shoes.  Please do not put any other items in 
 there - this week they came to empty the bin and we have found duvets, toys, books and banana skins in there!  The 
 recycling company refused to remove any of these items and the school now has to dispose of them. 

 Packed lunches 
 If your child brings in a packed lunch from home they should also be taking all their waste home with them so parents 
 are able to monitor what they are ea�ng.  If your child regularly comes home without sandwich bags, wrappers and fruit 
 peel/skins please do speak to them about bringing this home.  Almost every day in the school hall we find the same 
 items so if your child has any of these on a regular basis you might like to know these are being thrown on the floor 
 rather than being eaten - a boiled egg (shell intact), �ghtly wrapped white wrap cut into two, ham sandwiches 
 (wholemeal bread cut into two and a ham sandwich cut into quarters) in sealed sandwich bags.  Our catering team are 
 trying to iden�fy the children to encourage them not to waste this. 



 UV Dodgeball 
 SportsCool, one of the sports companies that run both sports camps and a�er school clubs at our school, are offering 
 children the opportunity to try out their new UV Dodgeball.  If the children enjoy this and there is enough interest we 
 will look to run this club a�er school in the summer term (as a paid club).  UV Dodgeball is played in the same way 
 dodgeball is but it is played in the dark with UV dodgeballs and the children wear UV bibs to iden�fy the players.  This 
 will take place in the sports hall.  If your child is afraid of the dark please do not sign them up.  The free trial will take 
 place on Thursday 23rd March for KS2 and Friday 24th March for Y1 and Y2 children.   To sign your child up please 
 complete this form which will go live at 12.00 on Monday.  h�ps://forms.gle/Q6XBChkd1g5FKrD28  Places will be 
 allocated on a first come, first served basis and there is a limit on the number of children we can accept therefore we 
 will confirm whether or not your child has a place. 

 Please note that Mr Tyrell’s dodgeball club will be cancelled on 23rd March however all current members of this club 
 will get priority for the UV Dodgeball club if they wish to sign up. 

 If children enjoy the club they are also able to experience this and many other sports at the sports camps SportsCool 
 run in our school during the school holidays (further details will follow in due course for Easter camps).# 

 Online Safety 
 The Internet Watch Founda�on has produced a TALK checklist for parents to help keep their children safe whilst online. 
 Do please take the �me to read this -  h�ps://talk.iwf.org.uk/  . 

 Parent Consulta�ons 
 Please be reminded that the parent consulta�ons are taking place on Monday 20th and Wednesday 22nd March.  The 
 Monday appointments will be virtual appointments.  There will however be a different format for the face to face 
 appointments on Wednesday.  Instead of taking place in the classrooms the appointment will take place in the halls. 
 There will be an area to wait for your appointment and teachers will be spread out around the halls.  We hope this will 
 ensure appointments are kept to �me and that parents are not wai�ng around any longer than necessary or trying to 
 navigate their way from one classroom to another whilst trying to keep their appointment �mes.  Any parent who is late 
 for an appointment will not be able to be slo�ed in at a later �me so if you are unable to a�end please cancel your 
 appointment so another family can book this.  There is only one appointment per child.  We do understand this 
 some�mes proves difficult for split families however to ensure a consistent message is delivered about your child’s 
 progress you should endeavour to a�end the same appointment, whether this is virtual or face to face. 

 Easter Chocolate Sale 
 Y5 are busy in the planning stages for an Easter Chocolate Extravaganza which will take place on Thursday 30th March 
 3:15pm-4pm.  Please come along to purchase some lovely fudge, chocolates or chocolate cereal bars, that you can give 
 as Easter gi�s or enjoy for yourself!  It will be held on the front playground and it is a cash only event. The Y5s have 
 decided that all profits will be going to Barnardo's Children's Charity. 

 Events 
 Please find below the event calendar for next week: 

 Week commencing Monday 13 March 

 ALL WEEK  Y5 Bikeability 

https://forms.gle/Q6XBChkd1g5FKrD28
https://talk.iwf.org.uk/


 WEDNESDAY  Strike 

 THURSDAY  Strike 

 FRIDAY  Red Nose Day 

 Tyler Keys 
 Tyler a�ends Dunmow Primary and has recently been diagnosed with a rare aggressive cancer and has undergone a 7 
 hour op to remove a brain tumour and now faces at least 9 months of chemo and radiotherapy at GOSH.  As you can 
 imagine, this is a parent’s worst nightmare and the family is trying to juggle everything when really they just need to 
 focus on li�le Tyler.  The community is therefore raising money to help them cope with bills, transport and day to day 
 life.  If you would like to contribute you can do so via this link  h�ps://gofund.me/51d97f2a  . 

 Yours sincerely 
 Clare Charter 

https://gofund.me/51d97f2a

