
 Dunmow St Mary’s Primary School 
 High S�le, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1EB 
 Telephone  01371 872340 
 E-mail  admin@dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk 

 Friday 24 February 2023 

 Dear Parents 

 Headteacher’s Award 
 I am always proud at the start of this spring half term to present my Headteacher’s Awards.  These were awarded to 
 children who have shown posi�ve behaviour and a�tude to learning, tried their hardest, shown kindness to others, 
 persevered and presented their work beau�fully amongst other things.  Congratula�ons to you all, your parents in 
 assembly were as proud of you as I was. 

 6BH  Edward Bourke  3BI  Sonny Barne� 
 6NR  Madison Teather  2TP  Ian Schoeman 
 5LC  Bobby Daley  2BR  Emilie Varga 
 5LH/HT  Izzy Webb  2CC  Annabelle Sealey 
 4AM  Florence Bretman  1EW  Oscar Backhouse 
 4LW  Dougie Sheppard  1RF/GM  Ella Latos 
 3SC  Eva Pymm  RLEB  Maya Baditescu 
 3RB  Raul Iacob  RJD  Aleena Ahmed 

 Teacher’s Strikes 
 In the event that the teachers' strike goes ahead next Wednesday we are proposing to make similar arrangements to 
 last �me. This would mean that YR and Y6 are due in school as usual as we are priori�sing the youngest and oldest 
 children. Absence procedures will be in place as they usually are if your child does not a�end as expected. We will also 
 make provision for vulnerable children and cri�cal workers' children. If you qualify for this and require a school place 
 next Wednesday please fill out the google form sent by email earlier today by 12pm Monday 27th February 
 h�ps://forms.gle/3eGt2ZY2P9S9R8L6A  . We will be able to confirm the school places by 5pm Monday and will email 
 you so please don't call the school office before then to ask. 

 The kitchen will be open as usual for school meals on this day with all children in Recep�on and those a�ending from Y1 
 and Y2 receiving a hot meal.  Years 3 to 6 of course have the op�on to bring in a packed lunch.  Please note that the 
 school dinner will be the roast dinner (or jacket potato) as per our spring term menu.  If your KS2 child is a�ending 
 school that day we should be grateful if you would pre-order their school meal online so we are able to easily manage 
 the numbers for lunches that day. If your child is at home and is eligible for free school meals, please let the school 
 office know by Monday if you would like to pick up a packed lunch between 12.00pm and 12.30pm on Wednesday. 

https://forms.gle/3eGt2ZY2P9S9R8L6A


 Clubs 
 There will be no clubs taking place next Wednesday if the strike goes ahead. 

 Due to the book fair being held in the sports hall, the dodgeball club on Thursday 2nd March and Unihockey club on 
 Monday 6th March will be cancelled.  Other clubs will con�nue as usual. 

 World Book Day 
 World Book Day is next Thursday (2nd March). Classes will be decora�ng their doors during 
 the day as well as par�cipa�ng in a number of reading ac�vi�es. 

 There is s�ll �me to enter our compe��on to see who can use old book pages in the most 
 exci�ng and innova�ve way. There is a box of old books by the office for you to use and the 
 winning entry will receive a £10 voucher to spend on books at our book fair. 

 Book Fair 
 As part of our World Book Day celebra�ons there will be a book fair held a�er school on 
 Thursday 2nd March and Monday 6th March in the sports hall from 3.15pm un�l 4.30pm. 
 Entry/exit will be via the back playground only. Whilst you won’t be able to use your World 
 Book Day voucher for the specified World Book Day books, you are able to use the vouchers 
 towards any other book.  Books start at £3.99 and the school receives a commission from 
 every book sold which goes towards new books for the library.  You can purchase the books 
 using cash or card by using the QR code.  If your child goes to Olivers Lodge and would like to 
 purchase a book you are able to send them in with the cash in a named envelope or purchase a voucher for them to 
 bring to school  h�ps://bookfairs.scholas�c.co.uk/travelling-books/gi�-vouchers  amd place this in a named envelope. 
 Any change given will be in cash.  The named envelopes should be handed to their teacher who will arrange for a book 
 to be purchased on their behalf. 

 Vacancy - Catering Assistant 
 We have a vacancy for a catering assistant working term �me only for £10.50 per hour (to be increased in April) 
 11.30-1.15 each day.  The role involves supervising the children as they eat, helping with any issues, clearing trays and 
 cutlery, keeping the dining hall clean and calm as well as assis�ng in the kitchen at the end of service. To be successful 
 you will enjoy working with children and be able to build a strong posi�ve rapport through lunch�me service. You will 
 also need to demonstrate a posi�ve, flexible and commi�ed approach to your work. If you or any friends/family are 
 interested in the role please contact the school office in the first instance.  Mothers Day gi�s 
 Please be reminded that the deadline for the return of your orders and designs back to school is Tuesday 28th February. 
 We are unable to extend this deadline due to the prin�ng deadlines. 

 Class Assemblies 
 Please note that due to the strike 1RF/GM’s class assembly will now take place on Wednesday 8th March at 2.55pm 
 alongside Mrs Whitehead’s. 

 The class assembly for 4AM due to take place on 8th March has been cancelled as parents will be invited to a�end a 
 food fes�val towards the end of term instead. 

 3BI’s class assembly will now take place on 8th March. 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/travelling-books/gift-vouchers


 5LC’s class assembly is cancelled as parents will be here for the chocolate sale and will be invited to view their work at 
 that �me. 

 Photo Proofs 
 These have been sent home today with your child.  Please note that the 
 deadline for orders is 6th March. 

 Y5 Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
 This week Y5 started their topic with a visit to Mrs M’s Sweet Shop and 
 Tesco to research the sweet products available.  Their topic will result in a 
 chocolate sale at the end of term so please do look out for more details of 
 this in a few weeks’ �me. 

 Community Fridge 
 This week the U�lesford Community Fridge opened at the Community Hub in Dunmow.  This is staffed by a team of 
 local volunteers, and funded by UCAN and St. Mary’s Church.  Dunmow Co-op is supplying the items which are close to 
 their use by date or have a best before date that is recently passed – but they are s�ll all too good to waste! This 
 venture aims to reduce food waste and get food to people who can make use of it. Food in the fridge is free to people 
 who can make good use of it. The U�lesford Community Hub at 45 Stor�ord Road, Great Dunmow and is open Monday 
 to Friday between 9am and 4pm. No appointment is needed but you do need to take a bag with you. 

 Events 
 Please find below the event calendar for next week: 

 Week commencing Monday 27 February 

 TUESDAY  Y3 Stone Age workshop 

 WEDNESDAY  Teacher’s strike 

 THURSDAY  World Book Day 

 Rotary Club’s Soapbox Race 
 The annual Great Dunmow Soapbox Race takes place on 30th April this year.  It is the largest independent soapbox race 
 in the UK a�er the Redbull race.  The event requires an extraordinary number of volunteers to deliver a safe and 
 successful day so if you are able to help it would be hugely appreciated.  Please visit 
 h�ps://www.greatdunmowsoapboxrace.co.uk/volunteer  for more informa�on.  All the money raised goes to good 
 causes, including schools. 

 Yours sincerely 
 Clare Charter 

https://www.greatdunmowsoapboxrace.co.uk/volunteer

