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Discover more...
We would strongly encourage you to visit our school to see for
yourself the welcoming, caring and creative environment that our
current children thrive in.
To book a visit or to talk to someone contact the school office on:

01371 872340
Alternatively visit our website to see what our children
have been up to recently.

www.dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk

www.dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk

A warm welcome
to Dunmow St Mary’s
“A very warm welcome to Dunmow St Mary’s Primary School.
Choosing the right school for your child can feel like a
momentous decision! We hope that this prospectus will
give you a feel for our school and its ethos and help you in
deciding whether our school will become your school.”
Clare Griffiths, Headteacher

Our Mission:
Enjoy learning and working together to achieve our best.

Our Vision is that...

Our Values

...our children will flourish by
becoming resilient, reflective,
independent learners in order to
achieve their very best academically.

Integrity – Our school community is built
upon strong Christian values and we teach the
children through our actions and behaviours
that truth and respect lie at the heart of
everything we do.

...our staff will be united in providing
a stimulating and supportive
learning environment.

Nurture – We share the belief that a loving,
caring and inspiring learning environment will
lead to academic and emotional security.

...our parents will have confidence
that their children will receive an
education that embraces academic
excellence underpinned by strong
Christian values.

Individuality – We make time to listen to the
ideas and needs of every child, understanding
that they can be challenged to reach their full
potential when they feel valued and happy.
Creativity – We work hard to ensure that our
curriculum provides opportunities for curiosity,
exploration, imagination and innovation:
through this our children believe that learning
possibilities are endless.
Success – We foster an ethos of life-long
learning and develop confident achievers who
understand the importance of effort, challenge
and determinations.
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Your child: Our creative curriculum
At Dunmow St Mary’s we aim to provide a rich, meaningful
learning environment with high quality teaching where
every child is given the opportunity to develop independent
learning skills through a curriculum based on first-hand
experience and enquiry.
Learning Environment
We want our children to be successful learners,
confident individuals and responsible citizens and we
aim to work in partnership with parents, the Church
and the local community to achieve this. The focus in
the classroom is on enjoyment and achievement. We
encourage a growth mind set so that mistakes are seen
as a pathway to new learning.

Reception
We believe your child’s reception year is crucial to the
way in which they settle into and enjoy their time at
school. We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS) curriculum you may already be familiar with
from your child’s pre-school or nursery setting. This
combines child led and adult led activities based on
each individual child’s interests.

“Dunmow St Mary’s is a vibrant
happy place. Pupils’ behaviour
is good. They demonstrated
excellent attitudes to learning
in all lessons I visited.”
Ofsted 2018
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Our daily ‘Letters and Sounds’ and ‘Number Time’
sessions successfully teach your child these key skills as
well as the importance of concentrating and listening.
Our indoor and large outdoor classroom areas are
vibrant spaces designed to support the EYFS goals
by providing opportunities for creativity, risk taking
and purposeful play which embeds the teaching and
learning. Our children also take part in Forest School
sessions on the school grounds allowing them to
develop both physical and social skills. .

Years 1 to 6
From years 1 to 6 we work within the framework
of the National Curriculum. Each subject (English,
Maths, Science, Computing, Design Technology,
Geography, History, Physical Education (PE),
Religious Education (RE), Personal Social Health
Education (PSHE) and Music) has a subject
co-ordinator within school who helps to plan, organise
and monitor work throughout the whole school to
ensure there is a balance of subjects over the school
year. This ‘behind the scenes’ rigor is combined with
our topic based teaching approach.
Teachers in each year group plan six topics for the year
that allow them to cover the National Curriculum in a
fun and unique way. We believe children learn by doing
things for themselves and having real experiences
rather than filling in worksheets and ticking boxes.
On any given day at our school you may find a group
of Year 2 ‘forensic experts’ investigating a crime,
our Year 5 children creating, baking and sampling
cupcakes for their bake sale or our Year 6 children
excavating our own school field to discover genuine
Roman objects!

“Leaders share your vision
to ‘provide a rich, broad,
purposeful and inspiring
curriculum’. This is ‘evidenced
throughout the school. Pupils
spoke with pride about their
contributions to displays and
could confidently explain the
learning behind them’.”
Ofsted 2018

We are proud of our creative curriculum and believe
our children benefit greatly and become successful
because they engage with the topics they cover. Our
children are taught that they can achieve anything they
set their minds to. They learn while becoming bakers,
potters, artists, explorers, investigators, researchers,
scientists, musicians, athletes and authors.
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Your child: Our School
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At Dunmow St Mary’s we are lucky to have buildings, grounds and facilities
which positively enhance the children’s education experience. Over seven
acres of land to explore, play and learn in combined with the enthusiasm and
experience of our teaching staff means your child’s learning environment
extends well beyond the classroom.
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Physical Education (PE) is an integral part of our curriculum.
Our dedicated PE teacher ensures children are exposed
to a broad range of activities from dance and gymnastics to
cricket, athletics and dodgeball. With expert sports coaches
also teaching PE lessons we are able to provide a varied range
of lunchtime and after school clubs for all year groups and
strongly encourage all our children to participate in inter
school and external sporting opportunities. Our gifted and
talented pupils attend sport camps and have the chance to be
trained as sport ambassadors for our school.
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Whilst we are fortunate to have a dedicated computing suite the
school’s focus on technology extends far beyond this. Children start
coding from reception by entering commands on Bee Bots, before
moving to simple programs in Scratch and by the time they are in Year
6 working in Python. Our interactive classroom smartboards enable
children to get hands on with technology as do the sets of learnpads
which facilitate small group learning. We subscribe to an online reading
programme ‘Bug Club’ as well as maths programmes Times Tables
Rockstars and Mathletics to support our older children’s learning.
All this is underpinned by a whole school approach to ensuring our
children and parents understand the importance of staying safe online
at all times.
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We have always enjoyed a productive collaboration between
our school garden and kitchen with small quantities of
produce such as tomatoes, cucumber, beetroot, courgettes,
marrows, spinach, lettuce, rhubarb and strawberries being
grown and supplied for our children to enjoy at lunchtime.
Recently we have joined forces with Dunmow community
group ‘Get Diggin it’ and hope our children and parents
will get involved and benefit from even more freshly grown
seasonal fruit and veg on their dinner plates.

“One of the very best Primary school
libraries I have seen as President of the
School Library Association.”
Kevin Crossley Holland
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To become life-long readers children need to be supported,
inspired and immersed in a world of words. Your child will visit
the library with their class, friends and on their own. They will
undertake reading challenges, meet renowned children’s authors
and illustrators and be exposed to stories, magazines, graphic
novels, newspapers, non-fiction texts, poetry and reference
materials. Our experienced librarians will share their reading
journey with them and support their teachers in ensuring that
your child reads not just to progress but for pleasure.

na
d
n

dr

ture
Our new school Discovery Den will become the focal point of our
outdoor learning programme enabling our children to investigate,
explore, discover and understand the natural environment they
are surrounded by. Opportunities for outdoor drama, science
experiments, art lessons and reading will be led by their teachers.
Situated close to our woodland area and pond it will provide endless
opportunities for our childrens’ learning.
Our reception children have weekly outdoor sessions run by our Level
3 qualified Forest School Leader. Activities are child-led and reflect
the changing natural environment but may include storytelling, natural
art activities, use of tools, bug hunting and den building.
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With a Headteacher who is an orchestral flautist, a
specialist music coordinator and a lead of English
who composes songs and poems for the school, small
wonder music takes a central role in our school. Our
topics are music rich and children may find themselves
learning rhythms on our set of African drums, songs
from the 1940s during our local history topics or
playing the class set of ukuleles. Our famous steel band
plays at many community events and we benefit from
external music tutors who provide guitar, piano and
brass instrument lessons.
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Your child: Our ethos
We recognise that whilst you want to know that your child will receive
an excellent primary education you are likely to be just as concerned
with ensuring that they are happy and enjoy their time at school. We
want everyone in our school to feel valued and respected and we work
hard to ensure that each individual within the school community is
treated fairly and well.
How do we do this?
We work with your child to ensure they are clear about the rights,
rules and responsibilities that come with being a pupil at our school.
Our teachers and staff model respect for each other and the children
they teach. Your child will learn to make good behaviour choices in
school and eventually throughout life. Our emphasis is on recognising
and celebrating effort and success as well as teaching pupils to take
responsibility for their own actions and to accept the consequences
of their choices.
We have a strong pastoral team who are always available to chat to
children or parents about concerns or issues either related to school,
friendships or personal circumstances. By actively listening to children
we are able to often allay concerns and assist in finding solutions to
the problems and worries they have.
We run a popular and successful ‘playleader’ scheme at lunchtimes.
Our Year 6 children give up their time to play and assist with the
younger children. They are trained in spotting children who may be
feeling lonely or left out so that they can include them in the game or
activity they are leading. The younger children in particular look up to
these role models and love the fact that the ‘big’ girls and boys spend
time with them.

“Pupils are well cared
for at Dunmow
St Mary’s. Pupils’
wellbeing is at the
heart of the school”

We encourage pupils to actively get involved with school life
and ‘Pupil Voice’ provides opportunities for classes to choose
representatives from each year group to work with staff on solving
issues relating to behaviour; the school environment; the local
community and fundraising. We believe that encouraging children to
be partners rather than just participants in their education ensures
they become active and involved citizens of our school community.

Ofsted 2018
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Your child: Our community
We want our children to become active, engaged members of our school and our local
community. We support them as they build relationships and friendships, focus on
the importance of honesty and integrity and teach them about the value of collective
responsibility to help develop a strong sense of self-awareness and self-belief.
In the early years we take the children to the
Dunmow library, to explore the town, to local
shops and attractions so they can link what they
learn in school to the world around them.
As the children get older we link our topics to
the local community. For example in Year 4 the
‘A River Ran Wild’ topic enhances the children’s
understanding of rivers through a series of first
hand experiences and visits to the local river: the
river Chelmer. They explore the river at different
points of its journey, make observational drawings
and consider the effects humans and pollution
are having on the river. In Year 6 during the topic
‘Forgotten Gardens of Easton Lodge’ the children
work with the trustees of the Lodge to explore the
history of this amazing place. They participate in a
garden open day acting as tour guides to visitors,
exhibiting the art they have prepared and singing
the songs they have learnt.
Learning about British values, democracy, the
environment, other countries and cultures as well
as being involved in fundraising for others less
fortunate than themselves, our children gain an
understanding of their place in the world and the
difference they can make to it.

Our Church
Children at Dunmow St Mary’s learn about the world
around them in the first instance by developing an
understanding of their local community. We are a
Church of England school and as such have strong links
with St Mary’s Church in Dunmow. What will this mean
for your child?
• Opportunities for collective worship during

assembly times; regularly led by our local vicar.
• A strong pastoral care ethos to ensure each and

every child is valued for their uniqueness.
• Celebrations such as Harvest Festival, Christmas

Services and Easter at the Church.
• Creative topics which link our church with the

school. In Year 3 for example the topic ‘Special
Places’ is designed to build a stronger relationship
with the church. The children visit the church on a
weekly basis to learn more about the history and
significance of the building and apply
this knowledge by conducting a
guided tour for their parents
at the end of the topic.
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Your child: Their successes
Academic results

Rounded individuals

Like all schools we are measured against a National set of
standards in Early Years, Key Stage 1 (Years 1-2) and Key
Stage 2 (Years 3-6). We work extremely hard to ensure
all of our children reach their full potential in these tests/
assessments so that they are well prepared for the next
stage of their education and match the experience of
their peers at other schools.

However, as a school we do not measure the success of
the education we provide your child with by tests and
assessments alone and we suspect neither do many
parents wish us to. We want to nurture your child’s
intelligence beyond the academic so that they develop
strong emotional, interpersonal, spatial and physical
skills that prepare them for their life ahead.

Our 2018-19 results in Key Stage 2 were well above the
national averages with 88% of children achieving the
expected standard in maths, 78% in reading and 83%
in writing. This compares very favourably with national
percentages of 76% for writing and maths and 75%
for reading. 71% of our children reached the expected
standard in all subjects compared with the national
average of 65%.

Your child will be exposed to different experiences
through all of their learning topics; they will be
encouraged to dance and play musical instruments.
They will be challenged to learn different sports
participating as individuals and in teams with
opportunities to compete against others and to push
themselves to be the best they can.
They will be introduced to a wide spectrum of art,
learning about artists and their styles, and have the
opportunity to experience many different mediums
including batik, clay pottery modelling, tie dye, water
colours and Modroc. They will be offered opportunities
to unleash their inner performer with drama workshops,
Christmas plays, singing assemblies and topic acting
opportunities.
Your child will share and take turns and play and work
together with other children some of whom they will
know already but most who will be new faces. They
will learn to become resilient and confident and to be
true to themselves whatever the external pressures
placed on them. They will learn right from wrong and
be encouraged at all times to make positive choices
about their behaviour. The will make friends, with all the
love and laughter and tears that this can entail, many of
which will last beyond their primary school years.
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Why choose us?
I would like to praise the school for the
amazing curriculum which it provides.
The topics are fun, interesting and
cover different skills. The effort the
teachers go to ‘hook’ the children in is
amazing and much appreciated.

Our parents say:

I have a very happy child at this
school who has made good
progress. The whole-child ethos
has been hugely important in
creating a happy and well-rounded
child. A super school.

My children love coming to school. Our
conversations on the way home tell of days full of
variety, challenge, opportunities, fun and friendships.

Our pupils say:

We have amazing teachers who respect our
ideas and try to make these happen.

I trust my teachers and know I can tell
them anything as they are always friendly
and kind.

PE is brilliant at our school.
You get to try all sorts of
different sports and there
are lots of competitions
so if you aren’t good at
one thing then you still get
to compete in something
different.

Our classroom is really colourful and
bright and we can show all the good
work we do.
I have been looking at lots of secondary
schools for next year and our school library
is still the best one I’ve ever seen. We are so
lucky to have such a big library with so many
books and where we can go at lunchtime.
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Our admission process
Admission to the Reception Class
We admit all children full time in the September of
each year and have a published admissions of 60
children or 2 classes for each year group.
Applications for this are managed by Essex County
Council in line with our Admissions Policy (available
on our website at www.dsmprimary.essex.sch.uk or
from the school office).
Applications for September 2020 must be submitted
by 15th January 2020 and can be made from 11th
November 2019. Full details of the application process
are published at www.essex.gov.uk/EducationSchools/Schools/Admissions/Pages/Primaryand-Secondary-Education-in-Essex.aspx.
This is for parents of children born during the period
1 September 2015 to 31 August 2016.

Visit Our School
Please join us and experience our
school for yourself. Hear from our
Headteacher, tour the school and see
our Early Years teachers in action.
9.15am Morning Tour
Tuesday 8th Oct and Thursday 7th Nov
7.00pm Evening Tour - Monday 4th Nov
9.15am Tour, Play + Story session
Thursday 21st Nov

Book now: 01371 872340
Other Year Admissions
We have spaces for three forms of 30 children
in Year 1 and two forms of 30 for Years 2-6.
Please contact the school directly to enquire
about particular year group spaces. Regardless,
all applications for mid-year transfers must
be submitted by Essex County Council who
will contact us regarding spaces as part of the
process.
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