Summer 2:Grandma Bird
For the last half term of Year 1, our topic will be ‘Grandma Bird’, a
topic based on the seaside and animals that might be found on
the beach and in the sea. The story explores rela onships within
families and diﬀerent ways of life. Towards the beginning of the
topic, the children will have an in-school ‘beach day’ experience
in order to get the children totally immersed in what it might be
like at the seaside.
Towards the end of the topic, we will be reading a book called
‘Tad’, wri en by the same author as Grandma Bird. Using this
book as a vehicle, we will explore changes that occur in nature as
well as changes in our own lives as we move into Year 2.

Reading and Writing
Our focus in Writer’s Workshop this half term will be around
descrip ons and poetry. We will con nue to support the
children’s use of grammar and encourage them to apply their
phonics knowledge in their wri ng. The children will write daily
and have opportuni es to share their work with the class.
In reading lessons, the children will explore a range of ﬁc on and
non-ﬁc on texts allowing them to build an understanding of
what it might be like to go to the seaside. They will develop their
comprehension skills through retrieving informa on from a text
and using it to inform their wri ng. Our daily Le ers and Sounds
lessons will con nue with recapping the Phase 2-5 sounds
already taught. Many children will move onto applying their
knowledge of sounds to new spelling rules.
At home it would be wonderful if you could revise these sounds
with your children on a regular basis. Also, while reading Bug
Club or other books with your child, feel free to ask them some
ques ons about the story or any new vocabulary.

Science
In Science, the children will be
learning to iden fy and classify
diﬀerent types of animals. We
will also be exploring lifecycles
and changes over me.

PE
This half term we will be con nuing with athle cs in prepara on
for Sports Day. We will hopefully be swimming and you will
receive communica on regarding this in due course. Please can
you ensure that your child has a suitable pair of trainers or
plimsolls in their PE kit.

How can I help at home?
Maths

Please prac se coun ng forwards and
backwards within 50, as well as coun ng in
2s, 5s and 10s. Any conversa ons you can
have with your child involving everyday
number problems would also be
appreciated.

Reading

Read with your child as o en as possible.
Any revision you are able to do of the Phase
2-5 sounds, would also be most valuable
(these can be found on the sound mats
handed out at the beginning of the year).

Writing

When they’re wri ng at home, please
con nue to encourage your child to form
their le ers properly and use punctua on to
ensure their wri ng makes sense (capital
le ers, full stops and ques on marks). In
addi on, please prac se your child’s
spellings with them (those set for
homework).

Science

Discuss diﬀerent animals you might see at
the seaside with your child how they might
be the same / diﬀerent to other animals.

Maths
Within the ﬁrst few weeks of next half term, the children will be
introduced to numbers to 100. This will give them the
opportunity to apply all they’ve learnt so far to bigger numbers.
We will then move onto teaching the children about money,
before covering posi on and direc on and ﬁnally the concept
me.

Geography
During our Geography lessons, we will discuss how we might be
able to diﬀeren ate the sea from the land on a map and will
teach this alongside our posi on and direc on unit in Maths. The
children will also compare and contrast how the coast might be
the same or diﬀerent to somewhere urban.

Should you have the opportunity, please do take your child to the
beach or talk to them about diﬀerent holidays you may have
been on in the past.

